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This Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) examines the potential
environmental effects of proposed alternatives for the Tappan Zee Hudson River
Crossing Project, and where adverse impacts are identified, it discusses measures to
mitigate them. The purpose of the project is to maintain a vital link in the regional and
national transportation network by providing a new Hudson River crossing between
Rockland and Westchester Counties, New York, that addresses the limitations and
shortcomings of the existing Tappan Zee Bridge and meets the structural, operational,
safety, security, and mobility needs of the Tappan Zee Hudson River Crossing. This
report supports the Replacement Bridge Alternative as the preferred alternative.

This document is available for public review until September 4, 2012 after which time a
Record of Decision will be issued. Questions or comments regarding this FEIS should
be sent to Michael Anderson, New York State Department of Transportation, 4 Burnett
Boulevard, Poughkeepsie, New York 12603 or tzbsite@dot.state.ny.us. The Record of
Decision will address any new or substantive comments made during the public review
period.




EXECUTIVE ORDER 11990
WETLANDS
STATEMENT OF FINDINGS

TAPPAN ZEE HUDSON RIVER CROSSING
ROCKLAND AND WESTCHESTER COUNTIES, NEW YORK

The project was reviewed for compliance with Executive Order 11990, Protection of Wetlands,
and the U.S. DOT Order 5660.1A. Under Executive Order 11990, Federal actions (in which
impacts to wetlands are unavoidable) require a “finding” that there are no practicable alternatives
to the proposed construction in wetlands and that the proposed action included all practical
means to reduce harms to wetlands.

The project has been carefully studied with respect to its effects on wetlands. The project
involves unavoidable temporary impacts to 0.076 acres of wetlands to the small stream and
forested wetland corridor (totaling 0.23 acres) in Westchester County. These impacts are due to
upland construction of the temporary access road for the temporary work platform at the
Westchester Bridge Staging Area, which was chosen instead of filling the land for the roadway.
The temporary platform will be a pile-supported structure, instead of on fill, to avoid and
minimize impacts to the wetland area and maintain wetland hydrology. Only 0.004 acres will be
a direct impact due to the pilings. There will also be platform coverage of 0.13 acres with a
direct impact of 0.007 acres due to pilings on NYSDEC mapped littoral zone tidal wetlands.
This work is necessary to fulfill the purpose and need of the proposed project, to address the
structural, operational, safety, security and mobility needs of the Tappan Zee Hudson River
Crossing.

The project was designed to minimize impacts by requiring only temporary wetlands that will be
restored. Mitigation for wetland impacts followed a sequential approach of 1) avoidance, 2)
minimization, and 3) compensation.

The extent of measures to minimize harm to the wetlands includes compensatory mitigation for
the temporary disturbance during construction in accordance with the joint mitigation rule
(Federal Register dated April 10, 2008, 73 FR 19594 through 19705). The mitigation measures
that would be explored in coordination with the USACE as part of the compensatory mitigation
plan would likely include the removal of the temporary access road decking and support
structures, rehabilitation activities such as removal of construction and demolition debris,
channel and bank stabilization, removal of invasive plant species, and restoration of a native
plant community. Therefore, there would be no permanent adverse effect to wetlands.

Further, implementation of erosion and sediment control measures (e.g., silt fences and straw
bale dikes) and stormwater management measures implemented through the development of a
stormwater pollution prevention plan (SWPPP) would minimize the potential for stormwater



runoff from construction of the access road to affect the small stream and forested wetland
corridor at the Westchester Bridge Staging Area. All design and mitigation measures will
incorporate the requirements of the NYSDOT Standard Specification for Temporary Soil
Erosion and Water Pollution Control and the New York State Standards and Specifications for
Erosion and Sediment Control.

A wetland planting plan using species native to this region of New York would also be
developed with USACE for the temporary loss of 0.076 acres of the small stream and forested
wetland corridor at the Westchester Bridge Staging Area.

The projected total wetland impacts (including both the small stream and forested wetland
corridor and the NYSDEC mapped littoral zone tidal wetlands) would be small in size (0.206
acres) and temporary and restored post-construction. The direct impacts due to pilings would be
0.011 acres. Remaining wetlands would retain their functions and values. There would be no
net loss to functions and values of impacted wetlands.

Based upon this information contained in this Final EIS in support of the preceding summary, I
find that (1) there is no practicable alternative to such construction and (2) that the construction
of the proposed alternative contains all practicable measures to minimize harm to wetlands
which may result from such use.

W leow
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